
September 19, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 3rd meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought before the board the issue of setting a meeting date for the Truth In Taxation hearing.  

Donna recommended December 2nd, stating that it would have to be no earlier than 6 p.m.  The 

commissioners were all in agreement and the meeting was set for December 2, 2019, at 6 p.m. in the 

Commissioners Room.    

At 9:25 a.m. Don Kvamme of Twin Valley addressed the board with regard to water issues on CR 160, ¾ mile 

north of Hwy 200 where he states that the county and watershed allowed Darryl Chisholm to have an outlet 

for his drain tile and this is causing a problem with water pooling and not draining properly and backing up 

into his field.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson recommended this begin with the Highway 

Road committee and the Highway Engineer regarding cleaning the CR 160 ditch and then bring 

recommendations back to the county board.   

At 9:38 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, updated the board with regard to the AMEM (Association of Minnesota 

Emergency Managers) Conference where he was recently elected President.  During the conference, Garry 

also was honored with receiving the President’s Award because he was instrumental in legislative work on 

funding and testifying at the legislature.   

Mr. Johanson also informed the board of an upcoming special meeting of Waukon Township to be held on 

September 23, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.  Waukon Township will be considering amending the Waukon Township 

Feedlot Ordinance #2016-1.   

Garry also discussed the county recycling dumpsters located in the City of Ada as he has talked with Julie 

Bitker of Al’s Disposal who services the dumpsters, stating that they are over spilling, and the county could 

probably add a couple of dumpsters in the area; however, this would not alleviate the problems we are 

experiencing at this time with illegal dumpers and the cleanup necessary to keep up with those who are 

leaving illegal items in the dumpsters meant for recycling purposes only.   After some discussion, the 

consensus of the board was to watch the camera video and then work to prosecute those that are illegally 

dumping.  Mr. Johanson also encouraged everyone who is recycling to please break down their large boxes 

so we can make room for others to recycle.   

At 9:50 a.m. Solveig Kitchell, Norman County Historical & Genealogical Society, addressed the board with 

information on what the NCHGS has been up to in the past year and what they are hoping to achieve in the 

upcoming months.  Ms. Kitchell thanked the board for their continued support and requested an increase in 

county funding from $12,600 to $15,000 for 2020.   

At 10:05 a.m. Chairmain Redland called for a short break.   



At 10:15 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item he turned 

over to Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of Infrastructure, regarding the purchase of a skid steer loader.  Bob 

explained that he had received bids from both John Deere and CAT for a skid steer loader to replace the 

present skid steer loader the county owns.  He stated that he would recommend purchase of the CAT – 259 

D3 skid steer based on ease of use as well as trade-in offered for the present skid steer which would be a 

purchase price of $56,000 with an $18,000 trade-in allowance, for a net cost of $38,000.  The John Deere bid 

would have been $39,000+.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve purchase of the CAT-259 D3 

skid steer loader.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt then updated the board on the CSAH 24 bridge, stating that he had examined the bridge and 

found the bridge to be structurally in good shape.  He had consulted with a couple of individuals and would 

recommend that the county put additional pilings underneath to shore up the deck and alleviate the shifting 

of the asphalt.  Keith also recommended removing the 7 ton posting to the bridge.   

Mr. Berndt also updated the board on the CSAH 3 project, stating that weather has been a problem.  They 

were hoping to get the rural portion of the project useable by early October, but may not make that date due 

to the ensuing rainy weather.  Keith also noted the mill and overlay on CSAH 36 & CSAH 38 are close to done.  

Rumble strips still need to be placed as well as the final paint striping.  Engineer Berndt also noted that 

progress is being made on the road raises in Hendrum, and Sellin Bros is making good progress on the LRIP 

project in the southwest industrial park in Ada.   

At 10:40 a.m. Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, presented the board with her Annual Compliance Report.  

After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the Recorder’s Compliance 

Report.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson presented a Renewal of Liquor License for Nicole Skansgaard Lunde doing business as the County 

Road 38 Bar & Grill in Flom, MN.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the license 

renewal for County Road 38 Bar & Grill.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

At 10:50 a.m. Angie Babler of the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office presented the board with information regarding 

tax forfeiture properties in each commissioner’s district for their information and requesting that they 

provide minimum sale prices for these properties by October 3, 2019.  Ms. Babler also had prepared a 

resolution classifying all of the tax forfeited property as non-conservation lands.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 09-19-2019-1 classifying the 13 parcels on the attached tax forfeit 

listing as non-conservation lands.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there 

were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was unanimously adopted and a copy is on file in the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Office.   

Angie also requested the board set the date for the Tax Forfeiture Sale, which was set for December 3, 2019, 

at 10 a.m. in the County Board Room.   

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the board meeting.  He reported to the board that 

everything is going well.  That he had conversed with Kaity Vanasten earlier in the week and he felt she finally 

realized that her issue is not something that can be solved by the county board or law enforcement.   

At 11:15 a.m. David Stene, CFO, entered the meeting to discuss the proposed budget and setting the 

preliminary levy.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the gross preliminary 



levy at a 2% increase from the 2019 levy.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Additionally, Mr. Stene presented the board with information regarding a JD Lawn tractor.  David reported 

that Kelly Kappes, Custodian, had contacted three local businesses with specifications for a new lawn tractor, 

however, only one vendor could provide what he was looking for.  Mr. Stene stated that for $8,010.47 plus 

trade-in the county could have a new X590 John Deere lawn tractor.   It was the consensus of the board to 

move forward with the purchase.   

Mr. Stene then presented the board with information from Attorney Mike Rengel regarding the employee 

benefit for health insurance.  After much discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made the following motion:  

The Norman County Board of Commissioners approves a change in the effective date for health care 

eligibility to be the first day of the month following the date of hire.  The new policy will be effective 

beginning October 1, 2019.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:55 a.m. Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $60,815.73  Road & Bridge -- $110,089.49  County Building - $112.48 

County EDA - $595.00   Public Health -- $4,167.24  Solid Waste -- $25,140.25 

County Ditch - $100.00  County Homes -- $1,329.43  TOTAL -- $202,349.62 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 12 noon Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.      

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


